
Founded in 1921 

The 1920s 



TMDF 
The Festival was founded in 1921 as the Thanet 
Competitive Musical Festival. No documents survive 
from that year, but it is clear from later references 
that the Secretary from the start was Miss Olive 
Raven. She was a person of boundless energy, who 
continued as secretary for over forty years, and was 
the life and soul of the Festival. 

The first Adjudicator was Geoffrey Shaw, a well-
known composer of music for schools, and brother 
of the better known composer, Martin Shaw. He 
came as Adjudicator at least three times in the first 
ten years of the Festival. 



Early memories of the Festival from 
Olive Raven’s niece, Marjorie Raven 



1922 
At this time, all 
classes seem to 
have been for 
choirs and for 
pianoforte trios 
(“quite 
uneventful”!) 

Chatham House 
won the school 
boys’ choirs’ 
award, and the 
award for 
church choirs 
went to 
St.Peter’s  

In the second 
year, the 
Adjudicator was 
Harvey Grace, a 
well-known 
organist of the 
time, and editor 
of the Musical 
Times. 



1923 

Letter from Geoffrey Shaw, accepting the 
invitation to adjudicate once more, and 
suggesting the mass singing of Jerusalem 



1923 In 1923, for 
Geoffrey Shaw’s 
second visit, there 
was massed 
singing of Parry’s 
Jerusalem, then a 
comparatively 
recent 
composition, as 
suggested in 
Shaw’s letter.             
The newspaper 
report shows that 
the majority of 
the classes were 
for choirs, 
especially 
Elementary 
schools and Girls’ 
Clubs. The only 
Instrumental 
classes were 
violin, and piano 
duets and trios. 



1923 



1924 

In 1924 the 
Adjudicator 
was Sir 
Richard Terry, 
organist of 
Westminster 
Cathedral, and 
arranger of 
sea shanties. 
He is 
remembered 
for his setting 
of the carol 
Myn Lyking. 

Chatham 
House and 
St.Luke’s were 
among the 
winners this 
year 



1925 Three photos appeared in the London Daily Graphic 



1925 

the Ellington School, Ramsgate 

In 1925, the Adjudicator 
was Thomas F. Dunhill, who 
presented a shield to the 
Festival. He seems to have 
had local connections, as he 
is quoted as having written 
his setting of Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim Song while walking 
on the beach between 
Margate & Broadstairs. He 
also composed a song 
called Thanet, for massed 
singing at the following 
festival. The accounts for 
the year show that receipts 
from the sale of this song 
were £4 5s 0d, and that it 
cost £4 4s 0d to print; the 
Festival had made a profit 
of 5d! 



1925 



1925 



1925 
Continued from 
previous slide 

The Adjudicator 
ascertained that 
community singing had 
started in Thanet. He was 
struck by the way the 
audiences had joined in 
the mass singing at the 
end of each session. 



1925 



1926 



In 1926 someone began a song catalogue… all the songs sung as set works in 
each Festival, but, written in a notebook, without any organisation beyond 

chronological, it must have been very hard to maintain!  



1927 
syllabus 









1928 

In 1928, 
new 
classes 
were 
introduced 
for 
elocution, 
and there 
were four 
judges. 

1929 The first minute book I can find for the 
festival begins in 1929 with these pages…  



1929 

In 1929 Geoffrey Shaw 
came  yet again, and 
commented “I am really 
astounded at the 
progress made since I 
last heard you all” 
New MP for Thanet, HH 
Balfour presented the 
prizes                                                      
as his first public                                                     
duty 



1929 



1929 

Continued 
on next 
slide 



1929 
Continued from 
previous slide 


